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ARTICLE APPEARED (= YORK TIMES
AT o 1\3:"1- “ !
i PAU“'*B—Q-Q'—— 27 November 1981

"The Proper Parent: STAT

Forthe Peace Corp

Tothe Editors” -0 - T

Your Nov. 1 news stcry “Peace*
Corps Asks a Review of Cuts"” con- |
taired a mumberof inaccuracleson the~
issue of the Peace Corpy’ sepamﬁan-'
from the Action agency.

The article stated that there have*—
been moves In Congress to ‘“restore~
the independence of the Peace Corps.*"”
But tbe Peace Corps has never been i3

t. From 1961 to-1971 it 'was~
under the State Departmmt;‘ in_l 3
‘became a part of Action. : bl

Tbe article also declared that the'
*Peace Corps has = strict pxohibit!cn-
against former intemgence agenu‘
within its ranks.”” This is not trie, In°
fact.thedeputydlrectorof thePeace
Corps from 1969 to 1971, Tom Houser,”
served in Army cmmerhteﬂigenee in
them:d-lSGO‘s ot

"It is true that some supportersof”
separation have attacked the appoint.:
ment of Tom Paukerr as Acticn diree
tor because he-served in Vietnam in*
military intelligence. The" obvious!
question artses: Why is a Vietham vet.
eran being treated differently from:a’,
1950’s - v-teran wtth ‘an eqniﬂlent“
back .. St

Ttis sngniﬂcam that the Reagan Ad-
ministraticn - strengly opposes the
separation of the Peace-Corps from®
Action because-such-a move “would?
ccst the taxpayers more money. Neéw
independem agencies alwrays requifeé
additional funds. To create-anothery
Federal agency during a pertod of
budget cuts makanosense whatscéy~
er. - DONALD THORSON=

- ’ - " Assistant Direetor!
forLegislaﬁva Affairs, Actfors |
Washington, Nov. 6, 1981 !
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